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The second recommendation of the Advisory Commission on the return of cultural assets seized as a result of Nazi persecution.

Berlin/Magdeburg 25.01.2007.  The Advisory Commission on the return of cultural assets seized as a result of Nazi persecution, especially from Jewish possession, has, today in Berlin, given its second recommendation. 

As a result of their deliberations in the State of Saxony-Anhalt under the chairmanship of Professor Jutta Limbach, the Commission came to the following conclusion: in view of the clearly expressed desires of the collector Dr Hans Sachs, the recommendation of the Commission is to leave the collection in the Deutsches Historisches Museum.

Dr Hans Sachs, an art collector from Berlin, always understood his collecting activities as a service to the public. At the beginning of the 1970s, he put this into words in a German publication with regard to the surviving part of his unique poster collection: “West and East Germany – I am certain of one thing –know how to keep their treasures.”
In 1966 Hans Sachs, in a letter to a West German friend, wrote that because of a legal settlement in 1961, he considered his material claims to have been compensated.  The settlement, amounting to 225,000 DM, was adjudged by him as “extremely acceptable” and this was confirmed by several assessors and independent experts. Of course, the non material loss was never compensated for.  Nevertheless, he wanted to help with the care and the development of the collection.
The Advisory Commission expects that the Deutsches Historisches Museum will fully live up to the achievement of Hans Sachs, a collector and pioneer of the history of poster and advertising art, by cataloguing, caring for and exhibiting the art works in line with best conservation practice. The posters are to be exhibited as part of the “Hans Sachs collection”, to be documented through a complete catalogue and their history and origin should be made clear. This also corresponds to the intentions of the son and heir, Peter Sachs, that this unique collection should not be forgotten.

The following facts underpin the recommendation:
The dentist, Dr Hans Sachs (1881 – 1974) succeeded in the years 1896 to 1938 in putting together a unique collection of 12,500 posters and 18,000 items of smaller graphics. He had to leave Germany in 1938 with his wife Felicia Sachs (1903 – 1998) and with his son Peter because of the persecution of Jews by the Nazis. The collection was confiscated by the Gestapo before their flight. After 1945, Hans Sachs assumed that the collection was irretrievably lost and therefore made a claim for compensation under the restitution law applying at that time.  Under a  settlement of 6.03.1961 he received 225,000 DM from the Federal Republic of Germany as compensation. In 1966 Hans Sachs learned that a part of the collection was in the Berliner Zeughaus on the Unter den Linden in East Berlin. This building is now the Deutsches Historisches Museum, where at the moment around 4,000 posters from the original collection are held. In July 2006 the objects were registered in the internet database of the Coordinating Authority for the Loss of Cultural Assets, www.lostart.de according to the wish of Peter Sachs.

Peter Sachs made a claim for the restitution of the collection on the grounds that it was looted by the Nazis and according to the Washington Principles of 1998 and the Joint Declaration of 1999 it should be returned.

The competing parties could not reach an agreement and agreed to put the case to the Advisory Commission.  
It is the task of the Advisory Commission to arbitrate between the present owner and former owner or their heirs of the cultural asset if this is desired by both parties. It is empowered to  make a recommendation based upon a moral judgement for a solution of the conflict. The members of the Commission are: the former president of the Federal Republic of German, Dr Richard von Weisäcker; the former president of the German Bundestag, Professor Rita Süssmuth; the former president of the Constitutional Court, Professor Jutta Limbach; the art historian, Professor Thomas Gaehtgens; the philosophy professor, Professor Günther Patzig; the legal philosopher, Professor Dietmar von der Pfordten; the history professor, Professor Rheinhard Rürup; and the philosopher Professor Ursula Wolf.
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The Coordinating Authority for the Loss of Cultural Assets in Magdeburg (www.lostart.de) is the seat of the Advisory Commission and the contact point for applicants.
PAGE  
1

